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NUCNet Career Development Fund 
Application Form
About this fund
This fund is designed to provide top-up funds for exchange visits and attendance on courses related to Professional Development. Requests (up to £1000) can be made to NUCNet at any time during the funding award period.
This funding allows early career researchers or new lecturers to take part in a lab visit/secondment or a Professional Development training course, for which sufficient funds are not available from other sources, to develop their research identity and enhance their personal development. Priority will be given where this fund is a top-up fund and is not the only source of funding (commensurate with career stage and existing funding), although this will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. Purpose of exchange or secondment should align with the goals of NUCNet (see https://novelcropnetwork.ac.uk/about-nucnet/). 
Eligible funding requests for this award are: 
1. Short secondments or researcher exchanges to academic institutes, NGOs, parliament or similar. 
2. Training course or workshop attendance.
Requests may include registration, economy travel (train, flight, no taxis), and accommodation. Subsistence cannot be claimed. 
Additional funds can be requested to cover childcare or other caring responsibilities which are incurred as a result of the activity, rather than covering ongoing baseline costs.
Before making an application
Please read the full call guidance and ensure you meet the eligibility criteria before submitting your application. Assessment criteria and award timelines are detailed in the guidance document and competition advert.
Submit well in advance, we recommend at least 4 months before travel, but not more than 9 months before the expected travel date.

For any questions, comments, or feedback regarding this application form or the application process, please email the NUCNet Manager using the address listed in the footer of this document.
Submission format requirements
	Application submission
	Submit application to the Network Manager via the email address in the document footer as a Word document along with letter of support.


	Email subject format
	CareerDevFund_ApplicantSurname_FirstInitial_DATE(MonthYYYY)  
Example: CareerDevFund_Hughes_J_October2026


	File naming convention
	CareerDevFund_ApplicantSurname_FirstInitial_DATE(MonthYYYY) _document title
Example: CareerDevFund_Hughes_J_October2026_letter of support


	Application guidance

	Application Guidance



Section 1 – Applicants’ details 
	Name

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Organisation

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Role

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are you a member of the Novel and Underutilised Crop Network (NUCNet) 

	Yes ☐   No ☐



Section 2 – Course, workshop, lab exchange or other request details
	Title of course, workshop, lab visit or other.
Click or tap here to enter text.

Location
Click or tap here to enter text.

Date
Click or tap to enter a date.

How many days is event/activity
Click or tap here to enter text.

Summary of goals of the course, workshop, lab visit or other (150 words max)
Click or tap here to enter text.

Case for support (word limit 250)
What are you hoping to achieve/how will this further your career, and align with NUCNet goals?
Click or tap here to enter text.

Any other relevant information (word limit 150) 
Note that if the course/ workshop / lab exchange is not in the UK, a justification must be provided outlining the benefit to the NUCNet community and why this is not available within the UK.
Click or tap here to enter text.



Section 3: Funding request and breakdown
Detail your budget request and justification. If successful you will be funded at 100% of your request.
Funding requested
	Total cost for the course/ workshop / lab visit/ Other (£)

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Total Funding requested (£)
Upper limit for funding £1,000

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Funding provided by your organisation or other source
Provide name of funder and amount in £

	Click or tap here to enter text.


Funding Breakdown
	Directly Incurred 
Itemise the request and include travel, registration fee, accommodation, caring expenses where appropriate. Include dates (approximate if necessary)

	Amount (in £) at 100%

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Justification of costs (250 words) - Please provide a brief justification for the requested costs, including the amount of matched funding available to you. It is expected that economy travel and accommodation is used to ensure more awards can be made.

Click or tap here to enter text.


	Payment process for information - All expenses except childcare/caring expenses requested and approved will be paid directly through the University of Southampton travel management company or University expense claim procedures by the network manager on behalf of awardee. 

Childcare or other caring expenses will be managed through an expense claim form and under university rules this is always considered a taxable benefit in kind by HMRC and must be declared directly with the claimant's relevant tax body.




Section 4: Other questions
	How did you hear about this funding call?

Click or tap here to enter text.

	UKRI Trusted Research and Innovation (TR&I) 

The awardee must carry out their duties in line with UKRI Trusted Research and Innovation (TR&I) principles and all applicable security, integrity, and due diligence requirements throughout the duration of the Project. This includes implementing appropriate measures to protect intellectual property, sensitive data, and research outputs; conducting risk-based checks on international collaborations; and adhering to relevant legislation such as the National Security and Investment Act, Academic Technology Approval Scheme (ATAS), and UK Export Control regulations. Failure to comply with TR&I obligations may result in a formal record of non-compliance and could affect a Party’s eligibility for future NUCNet funding opportunities. 

Please tick the box to confirm acceptance of this responsibility ☐


	Any other relevant information you wish to add?

Click or tap here to enter text.



Final Checklist
	P
	Please read and tick to indicate you have done the following


	☐	I have read the call guidelines for the Novel and Underutilised Crop Network Career Development Fund and agree to abide by the terms in relation to Post award administration, reporting and payment. 

For Information: Grant reference no. UKRI1969


	☐	I am a member of the Novel and Underutilised Crop Network (NUCNet)


	☐	I consent to  NUCNet and the University of Southampton holding the personal information included in this application and my name and final report can be used in promotional material from the Network.


	☐	 A letter of support from my PI or Head of School/Department (and from the host lab, where applicable) is attached to this application.


	☐	I confirm I have completed the anonymous Diversity Monitoring Questionnaire – link below. Completion of specific questions is optional, and applicants may choose not to answer any or all items. All responses will be treated in strict confidence and used solely by NUCNet Management for the purpose of monitoring and improving inclusivity.
Diversity Monitoring Questionnaire



Submit your application or questions to: novelcropnet@soton.ac.uk.
All applications will be acknowledged within two working days.
All information submitted is held in strictest confidence.
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