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NUCNet School Research Top-Up Fund
Application Form
About this fund
This is a top-up fund for schools to request which will allow additional equipment or resources to be purchased which will add value to an existing project. It is intended to add to other funding already held where possible. The project for which you are applying for funding should align with the goals of NUCNet.
Before making an application
Please ensure you read the full guidance for the call, and that you meet all the necessary criteria prior to submitting your application.
Assessment criteria and timeline for award are outlined in the funding guidance document and competition advert.
All projects MUST be completed and final documentation returned to the network as specified on the competition call.
*** Do not apply for an award if you are unable to meet the timescale ***
For any questions, comments, or feedback regarding this application form or the application process, please email the NUCNet Manager using the address listed in the footer of this document.
Deadline for applications: 17:00 GMT Wednesday 26th August 2026
Submission format requirements
	Application submission
	Submit application to the Network Manager via the email address in the document footer as a Word document along with letter of support.


	Email subject format
	SchoolFund_ApplicantSurname_FirstInitial_DATE(MonthYYYY)  Example: SchoolFund_Hughes_J_June2026


	File naming convention
	SchoolFund_ApplicantSurname_FirstInitial_DATE(MonthYYYY) _document title
Example: SchoolFund_Hughes_J_June2026_letterofsupport


	Application guidance

	Application Guidance



Section 1 - Applicants’ Details
	Applicants’ Details


	Name

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Organisation

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Position held

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	I am a member of NUCNet?☐


	Other project team member (if any, please add other boxes for more than one)


	Name

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Email

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Organisation

	
Click or tap here to enter text.
	Position held

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Role on project

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	This team member is a member of NUCNet? ☐


	Enter any further team members here (include name, email, organisation, position held, role on project and confirm they are a member of NUCNet.)

Click or tap here to enter text.



Section 2 – Title, public summary of project, dates
	Project title 
Click or tap here to enter text.

	Summary of project accessible to members of the public
(word limit 250)

This information will be used by the network and BBSRC for public dissemination if the award is funded and may be edited for e.g. conciseness. This section is not scored but must be written in a manner which is accessible to a lay audience. This section should clearly state how the project fits within the goals of NUCNet and the BBSRC will use this information to check that the proposal matches their criteria for Network funding. 

Click or tap here to enter text.

	Project start date
Click or tap to enter a date.

	Project end date
Click or tap to enter a date.



Section 3 – Key activities, objectives, future plans 
	Using the following headings, please tell us about your project (in less than 750 words) 
1. Proposed activity and objectives
2. Outputs and outcomes and anticipated impact of your project
3. Monitoring and evaluating success (the metrics and targets to be used, data management and sharing)
4. What are your future plans to develop this activity beyond the funded period
5. Equality, Diversity and Inclusion considerations or mitigations for this project

Click or tap here to enter text.



Section 4 - Funding request, breakdown & finance office details
Detail your budget request and justification, including a breakdown of eligible costs. 
Grants up to £400 max available. Awarded at 100%
Funding requested 
	Total cost for the project (£)
 
	 Click or tap here to enter text.

	Total funding request (£)
Upper limit £400

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Funding provided by your organisation or other collaborative partner 
Provide name of funder and amount £, If £0 please provide justification
 
	 Click or tap here to enter text.



Funding Breakdown
	Item/resource to purchase*
	Cost (in £) 

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Click or tap here to enter text.


*Certain science lab consumables may be procured through the University of Southampton’s approved suppliers to take advantage of discounted rates. For a list of these, and indicative costs, please request from the Network Manager in advance of application.  Seed (up to 100) will be provided free of charge for those who request this as part of their project. A list of species for which seed are available will be provided upon request.
Finance/Research office Details
	Contact name

Click or tap here to enter text.

Phone Number

Click or tap here to enter text.

Email

Click or tap here to enter text.





Section 5 - Alignment with NUCNet goals
	Alignment with NUCNet goals – tick which goals your planned activity aligns with

	Advance NUCNet research
	☐
	Knowledge exchange
	☐
	Influence society and policy on how NUCs are viewed and incorporated into the UK food system
	☐
	Other related field (please state)

Click or tap here to enter text.



Section 6 - Other questions
	How did you hear about this funding call?

Click or tap here to enter text.

	Would you like to potentially work with an academic or industry partner from the NUCNet community? If yes, the NUCNet team will help develop links 
Yes ☐  No ☐



Final Checklist
	P
	Please read and tick to indicate you have done the following


	☐	I have read the call guidelines for the Novel and Underutilised Crop Network School Top-Up Fund and agree to abide by the terms in relation to Post award administration, reporting and payment.

For Information: Grant reference no. UKRI1969 - to be quoted on any project outputs 


	☐	All project team members are a member of the Novel and Underutilised Crop Network (NUCNet)


	☐	I consent to  NUCNet and the University of Southampton holding the personal information included in this application and my name and final report can be used in promotional material from the Network.


	☐	I confirm I have completed the anonymous Diversity Monitoring Questionnaire – link below. Completion of specific questions is optional, and applicants may choose not to answer any or all items. All responses will be treated in strict confidence and used solely by NUCNet Management for the purpose of monitoring and improving inclusivity.

Diversity Monitoring Questionnaire





Submit your application or questions to: novelcropnet@soton.ac.uk.
All applications will be acknowledged within two working days.
All information submitted is held in strictest confidence.
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